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Big Idea — This series will focus on the various mountain experiences that shaped Moses’ walk with God and
his development as a Christian and a leader.
•

Week 1 — Mount Horeb: The Burning Bush
We all must have a personal burning-bush experience and learn the fundamentals to being used
by God.

•

Week 2 — Mount Sinai: Moses’ Experience with God
People who choose to meet God and spend time in His presence will be changed by those experiences
and become agents of change among God’s people.

•

Week 3 — Mount Sinai: Covenant and Relationship
What sustains us as believers is our willingness to walk with God, study His Word, and obey,
despite what the rest of the world is doing.

•

Week 4 — Mount Pisgah: A View of the Promise
Even though sin prevented Moses from possessing the promise of God in his life, we can learn
from his mistakes and make certain we will take possession of all the wonderful things God wants
for us.
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LESSON MAP
Each LINK247 lesson follows the same lesson map. This map is designed to help you connect students with
biblical truth. Each lesson has options to help you tailor the lesson to best fit the group you are teaching.
Listed below are the elements in each LINK247 lesson.

1
2
3
4
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LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect with
the group of students you are teaching.

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through the Bible
with the students.

INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to apply
the truth in their daily lives.

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or more of
the Arrive options.
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WEEK 1 — Mount Horeb:
The Burning Bush
Series Big Idea
This series will focus on the various mountain experiences that shaped Moses’ walk with God
and his development as a Christian and a leader.

BOTTOM LINE
We all must have a personal burningbush experience and learn the
fundamentals to being used by God.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Exodus 3:1–5; 4:1–15
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LESSON OUTLINE
1.

LAUNCH
Option 1 — Testimony
Option 2 — Discussion
Option 3 — Trivia

2.

UNLOCK
A.
B.
C.
D.

3.

INTERSECT
A.
B.
C.
D.

4.

Keys to Being Used by God
Turning Aside and Unlocking Your Future
Barefoot Ministry
Putting Our Excuses into Perspective

Your Burning Bush
I Hope You Have on Matching Socks
What Is in Your Hand?
Excuses Exterminated

ARRIVE
Option 1 — Prayer
Option 2 — Excuse Party
Option 3 — Discussion
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1

LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.

Option 1 — Testimony

A. Share your personal experience of the call of God in your life.
B. Be sure to be specific about the combination of fear and excitement when you first heard the
voice of God.
C. Be honest about sharing the excuses you expressed to God in thought or in prayer and how He
helped you overcome them.

Option 2 — Discussion

A. What do you think is necessary for you to be used by God?
B. Do you have to have complete mastery of the Bible?
C. Do you have to be independently wealthy or live in extreme poverty?
1. No, you do not.
2. The Bible has examples of both kinds of people being used by God.

Option 3 — Trivia

A. Let’s find out how much you know about mountains. I will ask a question and then call on
the first hand I see go up for the answer.
1. What is the tallest mountain in the world? (Mount Everest)
2. Who is credited with being the first person to climb Mount Everest? (Sir Edmund Hillary)
3. What is the tallest mountain in America? (Mount McKinley—aka Mount Denali)
4. What is the closest mountain to us right now? (Answer depends upon your geographic
location—may need to be changed to “mountain range” to be more realistic.)
B. Now, let’s find out what you know about mountains in the Bible.
1. I will name a Bible reference. See if you can name the mountain mentioned in that verse.
You may use your Bibles if you wish.
2. Exodus 3:1 (Mount Horeb)
3. Exodus 34:4 (Mount Sinai)
4. Deuteronomy 34:1 (Mount Pisgah)
5. All of these mountains had significance in the life of Moses. His experiences at these
mountains can teach us many lessons about our own walk with God.
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2

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. Keys to Being Used by God

1. As we examine what transpired during Moses’ first mountaintop experience on Mount Horeb,
we will see at least three keys to why he was so mightily used by God.
2. Moses was an eighty-year-old shepherd, living in the desert after fleeing from his home out of
fear he would be arrested for murder.
3. Read Exodus 3:1–3.
a. Notice in verse two, when Moses caught a glimpse of the bush that was burning and yet
not being consumed, the first thing he decided to do was look at it.
b. His reaction seems very normal. It is likely we would do the same.
c. But what happened next changed his life and the course of history forever. In verse three
we see Moses made the decision to turn aside.
d. He could have shrugged it off and decided the bush was none of his business—that he had
too many problems with his sheep to be bothered—but something inside Moses was drawn
to this burning bush.
e. Something inside of him compelled him to turn aside and investigate.

B. Turning Aside and Unlocking Your Future

1. This is the first key to being used by God. When something supernatural occurs—when you
think God may be speaking to you—if you feel led to be involved in ministry or find you are
daydreaming about being used by God, then just like Moses, turn aside.
a. Don’t miss the opportunity for God to use you.
b. Don’t miss the opportunity for God to anoint you.
2. Read Exodus 3:4.
a. God didn’t open up the windows of Heaven and call down to Moses.
b. God didn’t cause the clouds to form the letters of his name.
c. All God did was manifest His presence in the burning bush, and then He waited until
Moses turned aside.
3. I encourage you to be willing to turn aside.
a. Turning aside doesn’t mean chasing after every wind of doctrine that comes your way or
thinking you see God in the shape of your cereal tomorrow morning.
b. Turning aside is not about extra-biblical revelation.
c. Turning aside means if you believe God is working in your life—if you find yourself drawn
to a certain ministry—then turn aside and find out if it is God.
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d. Just like we see in the story of Moses, when he turned aside, God immediately provided
confirmation that the bush on fire was indeed God. But Moses never would have heard
that voice if he had not decided to investigate.

C. Barefoot Ministry

1. When Moses acknowledged the voice of God, he immediately received a seemingly strange set
of instructions.
2. Read Exodus 3:5.
a. Here we see the second key to being used by God: some preparation will be necessary.
b. Typically, there is a space of time between God calling us and God using us. Often we
make the mistake of assuming that because we hear the voice of God after we have turned
aside, results will be immediate and nothing else is required from us once we show an
interest in being used of God.
c. If we are to move forward in what God has planned for our lives, we must make some
changes to our own lives that result in knowing God on a deeper level.
3. Once we agree to allow God access to our lives, the status quo will no longer be acceptable.
a. If we want God to take us to the next level, some things will always be required.
b. For Moses the first requirement was to understand that God is holy. In order to show
proper respect even for the ground he was walking on, Moses had to remove his shoes.
c. Moses had to give up a little bit of comfort.
d. He had to sacrifice what was normal for everyone else in order to acknowledge the
holiness of the Lord.
e. Being a servant comes with a price. As we make the sacrifices necessary to be closer to
God, we see the immediate result is knowing Him on a deeper level.
4. As soon as Moses complied with God’s instructions to remove his shoes, God began to reveal
His identity to Moses.
a. God identified Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
b. Then God revealed His plans to Moses.
5. After we are called and turn aside, we must make sacrifices to prepare ourselves to be close to
God, and we must understand that knowing about God is different from knowing God.
a. To be used by God, we must have more than a superficial relationship with Him.
b. We must hear His voice and follow wherever He leads.
c. It is one thing to say, “I want to be used of God.” It is an entirely different thing to say, “I
want to be used of God to accomplish this,” whatever your this may be. We must not be
afraid to be specific.

D. Putting Our Excuses into Perspective

1. As soon as God gives us a hearty, “Glad to have you on board,” and He begins to reveal to us
exactly what we have gotten ourselves into, it is very normal for the excuses to come.
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a. Lord, You know I am afraid to talk in front of people.
b. I don’t have the personality to do something like that.
c. Everyone will laugh at me.
d. No one will take me seriously.
e. People will reject me.
f. The list goes on and on. Believe me: God has heard all the excuses before—millions of times.
2. The third key to being used of God is this: God can overcome all our weaknesses and
objections by providing us with the proper perspective, the necessary tools, and support from
other members of His body.
3. When Moses told God he was not good enough for this job because Pharaoh would never listen
to him, God’s response was to give Moses the proper perspective. God explained it this way:
a. It’s not about you, Moses; it’s about Me.
b. You are not going to convince Pharaoh; I am.
c. All I need you to do is allow Me to use you.
4. We have to understand that in our weakness, God is made strong. If we think we are
able to do a work for the Lord in and of ourselves, we are setting ourselves up for a huge
disappointment.
a. Often we think we are being humble when we say things like, “I could never do that.”
Exactly—that is why God chose you.
b. If we think about it, that response to God really is ridiculous. We shouldn’t be so prideful
to think we can do anything of value without His help. Our job is to allow God to be God
and focus on being His servants.
c. If we allow Him to be God, He will provide us with the proper perspective to do His will.
5. Moses also told God that the people of Israel would never listen to him. God’s response is very
instructive for us.
6. Read Exodus 4:1–2.
a. How often do we delay the work of God because we feel that one day in the future, when
God provides us with all the resources we think we need and everything falls perfectly
into place, God will be able to use us?
b. God is asking each of us right now this simple question: “What is in your hand?”
c. Forty years before the burning bush, when Moses fled from Egypt, God knew what He
was going to ask of Moses. We may not have many details about what was happening in
the life of Moses during that time, but we can be assured his experiences prepared him for
what was ahead.
d. God was not surprised by Moses’ excuse. God knew that with His help, Moses was more
than prepared, even with what we would think were somewhat limited resources.
7. As we make up our minds to allow God to use us, we need to understand that He can
supernaturally use whatever we have at our disposal right now to accomplish His will.
a. God wants to know “what is in your hand?” because He has the ability to use what you
know and what you have right now to accomplish His objective.
©2021 UPCI. All Rights Reserved
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b. That does not mean we stop improving ourselves or stop seeking to grow in Him. It does
mean we cannot use our lack of resources as an excuse.
8. Read Exodus 4:3–9.
a. God turned Moses’ rod into a snake and back into a rod again.
b. Then God turned Moses’ hand into a leprous hand and then back into a healthy hand again.
c. God even told Moses if the people of Israel didn’t believe these signs, then Moses could
pour water out on dry ground, and God would turn it into blood. God was telling Moses
that the people would believe because of the signs God would work with what Moses
already had.
d. It does not matter to God how few and pitiful our resources are when we set out to do a
work for Him. He can supernaturally take what we know right now, what we possess right
now, and use it for His glory.
e. All He expects is for us to turn aside—to dedicate ourselves to making the changes
necessary in our own lives to get to know Him more—and if we trust in Him, He will
eliminate the obstacles.
9. Read Exodus 4:10–15.
a. The last excuse from Moses was that he was not good at speaking in front of people. God’s
response was anger.
b. Moses was still so caught up in thinking about himself that he refused to understand that the
God who had just turned his rod into a snake and back into a rod, the God who had caused
his hand to be infected with leprosy and then healed, had the ability to use him to speak.
c. God asked Moses, “Don’t you understand that I am the one who invented the mouth?”
d. Moses still refused to believe that God could use him in that manner.
e. What a lack of faith.
10. At this point in the story, it is easy for us to be critical of Moses.
a. It is a good thing none of us are God because we might would have caused fire from that
bush to consume Moses right then, and we would have looked for someone else to lead
our people.
b. But instead, God simply asked (a paraphrase here): “Why do you think I placed Aaron in
your family?”
c. God told Moses that Aaron was already on the way from Egypt to meet Moses, and Aaron
would speak for him.
11. God will always provide the necessary help from other members of His body to facilitate His
plans.
a. God doesn’t expect us to do everything necessary for His plans to be realized in our lives.
b. He just expects us to be willing to do anything He asks.
12. If all you have is a staff, a speech impediment, and an older brother you haven’t seen in over
half your life, God is not intimidated by those odds.
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3

INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. Your Burning Bush

1. Have you seen a burning bush lately?
a. Is there an image in your mind of you doing something to advance God’s kingdom?
b. Do you have a desire that God has placed inside of you to accomplish something for Him?
2. Perhaps it is something you never thought would be possible. Perhaps you feel unworthy or
like you don’t have the ability, just like Moses.
3. Moses was not drafted or forced into God’s service; Moses was sensitive to spiritual matters
and displayed a healthy level of curiosity. The result is that he was called to lead God’s
people into the Promised Land.
4. I challenge you to turn aside.
a. Not tomorrow or one day—turn aside right now.
b. Go ahead and boldly make up your mind not just to look at your burning bush, but to
move toward it to see what God will do with your life.

B. I Hope You Have on Matching Socks
1. You might have to take off your shoes.

a. Things might be a little different, but it will be worth it.
b. I cannot tell you exactly what sacrifices will be required, but you might as well get
comfortable with seasons of being uncomfortable.
2. Just remember that anything you sacrifice for God’s kingdom will be worth it.
a. When you are willing to take off your shoes and acknowledge His holiness, things will
begin to happen.
b. He will start to reveal to you more about who He is and what He desires to do in your life.

C. What Is in Your Hand?

1. Just like He did with Moses, God will use what you already have to perform what He desires,
and He will send resources and people your way.
2. He will supernaturally use you to do what He created and saved you to do.
3. Take a moment to think about your life right now.
a. What natural abilities do you have that you are willing to allow God to use?
b. How can your personality benefit God’s kingdom?
c. What relationships has God ordained in order to allow you to influence others to live
for Him?
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D. Excuses Exterminated

1. Consider this simple question: what is stopping you from turning aside, taking off your shoes,
and using what God has already provided you to accomplish His will?
2. Let’s go ahead and lay our excuses out on the table and examine them in light of Scripture.
Sometimes people get strange ideas about what God requires from us to be used by Him.
3. Excuse #1: I do not have the educational background to teach others about God.
a. Do we have to have a degree to be used of God?
b. Certainly not.
c. Remember that the religious establishment of the day referred to the disciples as
unlearned men.
d. On the other hand, Paul was one of the most educated people of his day.
e. These facts tell us education neither disqualifies us from being used of God, nor is it a
prerequisite.
4. Excuse #2: My finances do not allow me to do anything for God.
a. Do we have to be rich to be used by God? Do we have to be poor to be used by God?
b. Certainly not.
c. Often people believe being poor is necessary to please God, and they cite the story of the
rich young ruler or use the example of the widow with only two mites.
d. But we must remember figures like David and Hezekiah, who enjoyed great wealth.
e. These facts tell us being rich, poor, or anywhere in between is not the secret to God using us.
5. Excuse #3: I have made too many mistakes in my past.
a. Do we have to have lived a perfect life to be used by God?
b. Certainly not.
6. Consider these facts:
a. Jacob was a liar.
b. David was an adulterer and a murderer.
c. Abraham tried to take matters into his own hands.
d. Elijah acted like a spoiled brat and wished he were dead.
e. Samson had more issues than perhaps any other character we read about in God’s Word.
7. Yet they were all used by God. Then think for a moment about Moses.
a. He had a bad temper.
b. He murdered an Egyptian, buried him in the sand, and then ran away from home at the
age of forty because of fear he would be found out.
c. God sent the death angel to kill Moses because he either refused or forgot to circumcise
his son.
8. It is time for us to put away the excuses and allow ourselves to be used by God. It is time
to have our own burning-bush moment and allow the lessons God teaches us to sustain us
throughout our future walk with Him.
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4

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer

A. Step forward now. Imagine this altar area is a burning bush; physically make a move to turn
aside today.
B. Speak to the Lord and ask if what you are feeling is His will.
1. Go ahead and be bold.
2. Talk to Him as if you are staring into the burning bush of His presence.
3. Be honest; tell Him if you are scared.
4. Go ahead and list all the reasons why it doesn’t make sense.
5. Then prepare yourself because God will call you into a closer walk with Him.
C. Pray a bold prayer right now.

Option 2 — Excuse Party

A. Give each student several pieces of paper along with a pencil or pen.
B. Instruct students to write down one excuse on each paper for why they believe God cannot use
them to advance His kingdom.
C. Encourage students to take each paper in their hand and hold it up to God, praying honestly
about why they are so intimidated by each excuse.

D. Take time to allow God to speak to them about each excuse.
E. When the prayer is finished, encourage students to take each paper and rip it into several pieces.
At your word, have all students throw their ripped excuses into the air as a type of confetti or
ticker-tape parade.

Option 3 — Discussion

A. As we look around today, it is easy to see that no one here is holding a staff. Does that mean
God cannot use us to accomplish His will?
B. Moses had a staff, and each one of us has other physical items, personality traits, giftings, and
opportunities.
C. The idea is not that we all must be just like Moses; the goal is that we all respond to the call of
God like Moses did.

D. What do you think your “staff ” could be? What do you already possess that if you were willing
to allow Him, God could use to expand His kingdom?
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Week 2 — Mount Sinai: Moses’
Experience with God
Series Big Idea
This series will focus on the various mountain experiences that shaped Moses’ walk with God
and his development as a Christian and a leader.

BOTTOM LINE
People who choose to meet God
and spend time in His presence will
be changed by those experiences
and become agents of change
among God’s people.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Exodus 3:12; 19:1–5, 16–18
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LESSON OUTLINE
1.

LAUNCH
Option 1 — Friend Challenge
Option 2 — Discussion
Option 3 — Spelling Bee

2.

UNLOCK
A. Back to the Beginning
B. Getting Personal

3.

INTERSECT
A. How Do You Measure Up?
B. If Moses Were Your Pastor

4.

ARRIVE
Option 1 — Prayer
Option 2 — Jim Rohn Challenge (A Nice Comparison to Launch Option One)
Option 3 — Discussion

©2021 UPCI. All Rights Reserved
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LAUNCH

1

Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.

Option 1 — Friend Challenge

A. Speaker Jim Rohm is famous for his assertion: “You are the average of the five people you
spend the most time with.”
B. Consider the truth of that statement. Then take a moment to think about the five people
with whom you spend the most time.
1. Don’t just think of the people you want to spend time with, but who are you actually
around—even those people you might not want to be around, but you have to be
around.
2. What are those five people like?
3. What qualities in them do you see in you?
4. What changes should you consider making in the identities of those five people who
influence you the most?
C. Now consider a very personal question: was one of those five names Jesus Christ?
1. Now, yes, you were thinking about people you are physically around, but shouldn’t your
time spent with the Lord in prayer, in studying His Word, and in worship be enough to
break into your top five?
2. Does He have a place in your top ten?

Option 2 — Discussion

A. If your life could be described by using a shape, what shape would it be? Why?
B. If Moses’ life was described in the same manner, what shape would you choose? Why?
C. NOTE: Consider explaining how the life of Moses could be considered an equilateral triangle
(triangle with three sides of equal length) because he spent forty years in Egypt, forty years as a
shepherd, and forty years as the leader of God’s people.

Option 3 — Spelling Bee

A. Have student volunteers participate in a spelling bee to determine a winner. Be sure to have a
prize and a plan for a tiebreaker, if needed. Teams may be a good idea for a larger group.
B. Spelling words:
• Mount Sinai

• Hur

• Hivite

• Amorites

• Mount Horeb

• Sanctify

• Canaanite

• Jebusites

• Aaron

• Pharaoh

• Perizzites
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2

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. Back to the Beginning

1. The last lesson dealt specifically with the experiences Moses had on Mount Horeb.
a. There he received his calling.
b. There God disarmed his excuses and called Moses to a life of spiritual growth.
c. That was the start of his ministry, but it was not the only mountain experience that would
be required.
2. Today we will look at a second mountain experience that dramatically impacted the life of
Moses, the nation of Israel, and our nation today.
3. Much transpired in the life of Moses between his experiences on these two mountains.
a. He returned to Egypt, announced the will of God to the people of Israel, and confronted
Pharaoh.
b. God worked signs and wonders to reveal Himself both to the Egyptians and to the
Israelites, and Pharaoh finally allowed the Israelite slaves to be set free.
c. God parted the Red Sea and destroyed the Egyptian army that had come to reclaim the
children of Israel.
4. Then Moses managed to lead his murmuring congregation to the mountain where it all
started.
5. Read Exodus 3:12.
a. Notice that God told Moses the plan was to leave Egypt and return to the mountain upon
which he stood.
b. What was the name of the mountain? (Mount Horeb)
6. Read Exodus 19:1–5, 16–18.
a. Did everyone notice what just happened?
b. Moses led the children of Israel to a mountain, but this time it was not called Mount
Horeb, but Mount Sinai.
c. Was Moses confused?
d. Did God lose His GPS?
7. The simple explanation is: Mount Horeb and Mount Sinai are the same place with two
different names.
a. Some scholars theorize that one side of the mountain is called Horeb and the other side is
called Sinai.
b. Sinai is also used as the name for the desert in which the mountain is located, so perhaps
it was used to refer to the most significant geographical feature in that desert as well.
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8. The point for us to remember here is twofold. First, the Word of God is true as recorded in its
original language—every statement, every fact.
a. Never allow people who claim to have found a “contradiction” in the Bible to chip away at
your faith.
b. Remember this truth found in II Timothy 3:16. (Read II Timothy 3:16.)
c. Also make sure to understand the connection between believing the words of the Old
Testament and the words of Jesus. (Read John 5:46–47.)
9. Second, God speaks to each of us in familiar ways.
a. If you received a word from God at a particular place and time of prayer, you might want
to try and go back there often.
b. If a type of fast was particularly helpful, find time to do it again.
c. Don’t make a false idol out of a process, but understand that God does speak to people in
patterns that are unique for each person. Embrace that fact and do what is necessary to
hear from God.

B. Getting Personal

1. All people are equally important to God; He is not a respecter of persons.
a. Yet God calls some people as leaders.
b. And those people encounter expectations from God and have experiences with Him that
are not always the same as they are for others.
2. In the passage we are discussing in Exodus 19, God appeared before the entire nation of Israel.
It was a tremendous display—more than your family’s typical New Year fireworks outing.
a. There was thunder and lightning.
b. A thick cloud descended upon the top of the mountain.
c. The voice of a trumpet was exceedingly loud.
d. And all the people trembled.
3. Then God descended upon the mountain in fire, causing a great smoke to rise up, like out of a
furnace, and the mountain began to shake.
a. How would you have reacted?
b. What do you think the people who were already quaking did?
c. How do you think Moses responded?
d. The Bible tells us the trumpet sounded again and became louder and louder, and Moses
spoke to God.
4. One defining characteristic of a leader is the ability to overcome fear during crucial moments.
5. Moses was likely scared, just like everyone else, but perhaps not as much because he already
had personal experiences with God.
a. He had seen the burning bush.
b. He had removed his shoes.
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c. He had engaged in a conversation with the Great I AM.
6. And when Moses spoke to God, God answered. God called him to come up to the top of the
mountain—alone.
a. We cannot ride to Heaven on our pastor’s coattails.
b. As blessed as we may be to have an Apostolic pedigree, it will not automatically transfer
an anointing onto us.
c. We must develop a personal relationship with God through prayer, studying His Word,
and dedicating ourselves to a life of holiness.
7. As God began to speak to Moses, delivering to him the Ten Commandments, the people
became even more nervous.
8. Read Exodus 20:18–21.
a. At times God speaks to individuals and gives direction for a group of His children.
b. While each of us can have a direct, personal relationship with God, God’s plan also
includes leaders who talk with God about His people.
c. Moses was that type of leader.
9. Read Exodus 20:22–23.
10. God gave Moses specific instructions to relate to the children of Israel. Justification for the
nation of Israel believing God was derived from the fact that they saw God reveal Himself on
Mount Sinai.
a. They heard the thunder and saw the lightning.
b. They witnessed the fire and smelled the smoke.
c. They saw Moses enter into the presence of the Lord.
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3

INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. How Do You Measure Up?

1. When we read biblical accounts, it is very common to imagine ourselves in the role of one of
the characters.
a. Did anyone do that so far during this lesson?
b. Did you see yourself as Moses or as a member of the congregation standing at the foot of
the mountain?
2. Take a few moments now and assess which of those roles most resembles your walk with God.
a. Are you the one who is putting in the hard work of trudging up the mountain, stumping
your foot on stones and balancing to prevent yourself from falling along the way?
b. Or are you one of those trembling in fear at the foot of the mountain, depending on
someone else to hear from God?
3. We all find ourselves in the position of depending on someone else to hear from God many
times during our walk with God.
a. I sit at the bottom of the mountain during church services as I hear what the Lord is
saying to our church from the lips of our pastor.
b. I know our pastor also submits to the leadership of our organization and receives
ministry from others at conferences and through various methods.
4. But there should be times when we are in the role of Moses.
a. That does not mean we will always receive a word for the entire church or for our whole
family.
b. While that can happen, there are certainly times when we must receive a personal word
for ourselves.
5. When was the last time you heard God call you to the top of the mountain of His presence?
a. Do you desire that type of experience?
b. Do you ask Him to speak to you?
c. Do you believe He loves you enough to give you a word that speaks directly to your
situation?
6. I challenge you to see yourself in the role of Moses, meeting with God to receive a word for
yourself and a word that will help others.
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B. If Moses Were Your Pastor

1. I also challenge you to see those who deliver the Word of God to you in the same way you
expect the nation of Israel to have viewed Moses.
a. Often people who are studying the Bible for the first time have a very logical question:
why didn’t the nation of Israel believe Moses?
b. That is a good question. Likewise, it is appropriate to ask why we do not always believe the
man of God.
c. Often, we say we believe, but our actions reveal doubt.
d. Sometimes it is because of fear, and sometimes it is because we do not want to submit.
2. Acts chapter two tells us that approximately 120 people were gathered all in one place in the
upper room—they were all in one accord.
a. Have you ever wondered what would happen if our church reached that position?
b. We can look around a room like this one or look around the sanctuary during a service
and say we are all in one place, but are we in one accord?
c. If the answer is yes, then we would all be in agreement.
d. We would all be focused on the same objective.
e. We would not be distracted by personal issues we have with another saint.
f. We would not be consumed with carnal desires to be doing something else with our time.
3. Listen to the reaction of the people when Moses first descended from Mount Sinai and
delivered the message from God. (Read Exodus 24:3–4.)
4. Notice that when the people spoke, it was with one voice.
a. The goal of a good choir is to sound as if it is one, powerful voice.
b. That should be the goal of our church—one powerful voice saying “amen” to the Word
of God.
c. Remember that amen means “so be it.”
d. When you say “amen” in church, you are doing more than just saying “right.” You are
speaking faith that what was declared as truth will be accomplished in your life.
5. Then notice what that one voice had to say; the people agreed to do all that God had said.
a. An old joke goes something like this: “I looked up the word all in the Hebrew and
discovered that it means ‘all.’”
b. The people agreed to follow all ten of the commandments.
6. They also agreed to all the other stipulations God placed on their behavior.
a. Some people believe the only instructions Moses received were the ten laws written on
stone tablets, but that is not true.
b. Moses received plans for the Tabernacle, assurances that God would fight Israel’s battles
for them, and many other specific instructions for their daily lives.
c. And all the people agreed to live by all the words spoken by God to Moses.
7. What would happen in our city if everyone in our church with one voice not only said but did
all the words spoken by God to our pastor for us?
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4

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer

A.   I challenge you to pray a specific prayer right now.
B. Ask God to reveal to you the last time He saw you in the role of Moses—going to Him to
receive a word for yourself.
1. If you can identify that word, ask God if you have been obedient to it.
2. If you cannot identify a time when you acted like Moses, commit to seeking God for that
type of experience this week.
3.   NOTE: Pause to allow sufficient time for prayer.
C. Now pray a different type of prayer.
1. Ask God to reveal to you the last time He saw you in the role of the nation of Israel—
receiving a word from Him through His servant.
2. What was that word?
3. Have you been obedient?
4.   NOTE: Again, pause to allow sufficient time for prayer.

D. Now let’s pray for one another—that we would be in one place and in one accord each time we
meet together.

Option 2 — Jim Rohn Challenge (A Nice Comparison to Launch Option One)
A. Read the following quotes from author and speaker Jim Rohn:

1. “If you really want to do something, you’ll find a way. If you don’t, you’ll find an excuse.”
2. “Your life does not get better by chance; it gets better by change.”
3. “Don’t wish it were easier; wish you were better.”
4. “Work harder on yourself than you do on your job.”
5. “The only way it gets better for you is when you get better. Better is not something you
wish; it’s something you become.”
B. Which of these concepts do you think applies most directly to the lessons we have learned this
far from the life of Moses?
C. Which of these ideas will help you become what God saved you to be?
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Option 3 — Discussion

A. Let’s take a moment and consider the past few messages our pastor has brought to us from the
Word of God.
B. Can anyone remember what was preached last Sunday?
1. What was the title?
2. What was the Scripture reference?
3. What was the most important point our pastor made?
C. Can anyone remember what we learned in lesson one from this series?
1. What was the title?
2. What was the Scripture reference?
3. What was the most important point that was made?

D. The difficulty we experienced in answering those simple questions proves it is difficult for us
to remember everything we hear. That is why it is important for us to do what we can to get in
one accord when we arrive in that one place where we hear the Word of God.
1. We should be intentional about not being distracted.
2. One way to help us focus is to take notes.
E. Optional: Offer some type of reward for each student who brings personal notes from the next
Sunday service message to your next meeting.
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Week 3 — Mount Sinai: Covenant
and Relationship
Series Big Idea
This series will focus on the various mountain experiences that shaped Moses’ walk with God
and his development as a Christian and a leader.

BOTTOM LINE
What sustains us as believers is our
willingness to walk with God, study His
Word, and obey, despite what the rest
of the world is doing.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Exodus 34:1–7, 10–14
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LESSON OUTLINE
1.

LAUNCH
Option 1 — Discussion
Option 2 — Birthday Celebration
Option 3 — Trivia Challenge

2.

UNLOCK
A.
B.
C.
D.

3.

INTERSECT
A.
B.
C.
D.

4.

Finger Lickin’ Good
Sound Like Someone You Know?
Not His First Rodeo
Abundant in Goodness and Truth

The Proper Response
A Lasting Change
Here Is Where You Fit In
What Happened to That Guy?

ARRIVE
Option 1 — Prayer
Option 2 — Colonel Sanders Challenge
Option 3 — Past, Present, and Future
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1

LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.

Option 1 — Discussion

A. What is the difference between a “hearer” of the Word and a “doer” of the Word?
B. Can you think of anyone you know who deserves the description of a “doer” of the Word?
C. Why would you give that person that title?

D. Are there times in your own life when you could have been a doer, but you elected to be a
hearer only? Why?

Option 2 — Birthday Celebration

A. I want to invite you to a birthday celebration. I am celebrating my birthday, and I want all of
you to come to both of my parties.
B. One of them is on (fill in date of when you were baptized), and the other one is on (fill in date
of when you received the Holy Ghost).
C. Wait for the obvious question: “You are having two different birthday parties?” Then explain
that you are celebrating your birth of the water and birth of the Spirit.

D. Take a moment to ask if students want to share when their two spiritual birthdays are.

Option 3 — Trivia Challenge

A. What two people in the Bible are said to have fasted for forty days and forty nights? (Jesus
and Moses)
B. What three feasts are named in Exodus 34? (Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of Weeks—
aka Pentecost, and Feast of Ingathering—aka Tabernacles)
C. What does the word Pentecost mean? (Fiftieth)

D. Name the six nations God promised to drive out of the Promised Land in Exodus 34:11.
(Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites)
E. Idea: A great prize for the winner would be a small item from KFC.
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2

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. Finger Lickin’ Good

The year was 1955. The United States had just endured the Great Depression, experienced
the thrill of victory in World War II, and found itself one decade into the Cold War with
what was known as the Soviet Union. President Eisenhower sent the first “advisors” to
Vietnam, and in that same year a woman by the name of Rosa Parks refused to give up her
seat on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama, an event which sparked the Civil Rights movement
and launched the future of Martin Luther King Jr.
Also in 1955 a recently retired man sat on his front porch and watched as his Social Security
check was delivered in the mail. His life had been difficult. His father had died when he was
only six years old, causing Harland to take the lead in caring for his younger brothers and
sisters when their mother entered the workforce. He had dropped out of school in the sixth
grade and had held a wide variety of jobs. Then at the age of sixty-five, all he seemed to have
to show for his efforts was the promise of another Social Security check being delivered. He
went to the mailbox, retrieved his check, and thought to himself, Is this all my life is going to
be—just sitting on the front porch waiting for my next Social Security check to arrive? It was a
very discouraging thought.
He took out a legal pad and wrote down all the gifts, blessings, and talents he had going for
him. He listed everything, even the small things. In the list of gifts in his life, he included
that he was the only person in the world who knew his mother’s recipe for fried chicken, a
recipe that included eleven different herbs and spices.
He decided that instead of sitting on the porch, he would become a doer. He went down to
the local restaurant and asked if he could get a job cooking chicken. The chicken he cooked
with his mother’s recipe became the most popular item on the menu. He hit the road to
market his unique recipe and eventually began the string of restaurants we now know of
as Kentucky Fried Chicken. He sold his franchise to a national organization for millions of
dollars and served as their public representative until his death—all because he made the
decision not to sit and wait on what many would argue he deserved; he became involved in
something greater than himself.
Here was a man who had received a gift—he had a talent that made him unique. Most
important, he recognized he had something to offer the world. When given the option
to simply sit on the porch and wait to receive, he decided to do something with what he
already had.

B. Sound Like Someone You Know?

1. Think about how that story is similar to the lessons we’ve learned in this series.
a. Colonel Sanders had a recipe for fried chicken, and he used it to do something good for
himself.
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b. Moses had a staff, and he used it to do something for God.
2. Notice that in both cases, accomplishing something was only possible when the person
transitioned from being a hearer and a thinker into a doer.
3. Read James 1:17–25.
a. When we are exposed to truth, it must change more than just the way we think; it must
change the way we conduct our lives.
b. Exposure to truth must result in specific action that brings the will of God into reality.
c. That was true when Moses encountered God on Mount Horeb when he received his
calling, and it was also true when he met with God on that same mountain and received
the Ten Commandments.
d. An encounter with God always requires us to do something with what we know.

C. Not His First Rodeo

1. While we are focusing on four of the mountaintop experiences Moses had with God, they are
by no means the only ones in his life.
2. In fact, by the time we arrive at Exodus 34, Moses had already had many experiences on
Mount Sinai with the Lord.
a. Moses had received the first draft of the Ten Commandments, only to destroy them in
anger upon seeing the sin that had overtaken the camp of Israel in his absence.
b. Moses had requested to see the glory of God and been given the opportunity to get a
glimpse of what happens when the glory of God passes by.
3. Read Exodus 34:1–4.
a. Our God is certainly a God of second chances.
(1) It is rather amazing that Moses had the audacity to destroy the first set of tablets
where God wrote out the Ten Commandments.
(2) The most impressive thing in this story is God’s grace in being willing to provide
them a second time.
b. Here we see that the Lord desired to meet with Moses one-on-one. The Bible declares that
Moses was able to speak with God on a personal level, unlike any other person we read
about in the Old Testament.
4. Once Moses was obedient to the commandment of God, the Lord appeared and declared in
detail who He is.
5. Read Exodus 34:5–7.
a. God’s description of Himself is repeated often in the Bible, and it deserves our attention.
b. The Lord first described Himself as merciful and gracious.

6. Mercy can be defined as not getting what we do deserve.
a. God is willing to forgive sin.
b. God is willing to exempt us from punishment for the many ways we may have failed Him
if we make it right.
7. Grace can be defined as getting what we do not deserve.
a. We do not deserve abundant life, but God is willing to offer it to us.
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b. We do not deserve to spend eternity in His presence, but because of His grace, it is
attainable to us all.
8. Next, the Lord described Himself as longsuffering.
a. It is important to understand the difference between the word patient and the word
longsuffering.
b. The Bible never describes God as patient. One reason is that every reference to patience
in the Bible deals with putting up with temporary circumstances. Those have no ability to
frustrate God, who knows the end from the beginning.
c. God is not impatient; He has no need for patience. He is not bound by time nor a limited
ability to understand events, like we are. Therefore, He needs no patience.
9. Every time the Bible uses the word longsuffering, it deals with the difficulty of putting up with
people.
a. One example is found in II Peter 3:9. Read II Peter 3:9.
b. God does not need patience because He is not restrained by circumstance.
c. However, God can certainly be described as longsuffering because He has decided to limit
His ability to work in our lives based upon our level of faith.

D. Abundant in Goodness and Truth

1. God has more than just what is needed to get by.
a. He is not a minimalist when it comes to goodness.
b. He is not a minimalist when it comes to truth.
2. Let’s look at how many of these characteristics are included in the list of the fruit of the Spirit.
3. Read Galatians 5:22–23.
4. Finally, the Lord described Himself with two actions: “Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and
to the fourth generation” (Exodus 34:7).
5. More than simply having mercy, God actively keeps His promise to apply it to the sin account
of thousands.
6. But we must not interpret that truth to mean He will not punish the evildoers.
a. God does not punish people for the sin of others, but He acknowledges that the sin of one
generation affects the life of the next generation.
b. God also tells us that if He punished our parent’s generation for a sin, He will do the same
to our generation. The moral compass of the world changes, but God’s does not.
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3

INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. The Proper Response

1. Moses immediately bowed in worship. Then he prayed and asked for God to forgive the
nation of Israel.
2. God’s response was to make a covenant with Moses and the people.
3. Read Exodus 34:10–14.
4. First God told Moses that He would do wonders among them.
a. God would perform miracles.
b. God would drive out their enemies.
5. The Israelites’ responsibility was to serve only God—not the gods of the people He was
driving out.
a. God’s people were to destroy the altars to the false gods, break the images, and cut down
the groves.
b. They were not to make a covenant with the people the Lord would drive out.
c. They were not to marry the daughters of these people because of the potential of their
spiritual influence.

B. A Lasting Change

1. While the Lord repetitively explained to Moses the importance of Israel not worshiping
other gods, He did not stop there.
a. In life it is important what we do not do.
b. It is also important what we do.
2. The Bible says we are to overcome evil with good. This principle can be seen in the
remainder of the expectations the Lord gave to Moses for His people in chapter 34.
3. There are many similarities between the experience of Moses on Mount Sinai and our
understanding of Pentecost.
a. At Mount Sinai the Law was written on stone tablets. At Pentecost the law was written
on the fleshly tables of our hearts.
b. At Mount Sinai fire came down and touched the mountain. At Pentecost flames of fire
shaped like tongues came down and rested on every one of the 120 men and women
gathered in the upper room.
c. At Mount Sinai the Law was given, but no one was able to follow it perfectly until Jesus
came and fulfilled the Law. At Pentecost God poured out His Spirit into the lives of
people; now everyone can have the power to live a life that is pleasing to God.
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C. Here Is Where You Fit In

1. We understand that Jesus is our Passover Lamb; He was sacrificed to enable us to escape from
our personal Egypt, a life where we were held captive by sin. We should always remember our
personal deliverance and celebrate what God has done for us.
2. We should celebrate our spiritual birthdays just like we celebrate our natural birthdays.
a. Do you know what day you were baptized in Jesus’ name?
b. Do you know what day you received the Holy Ghost?
c. Why not celebrate them just like your natural birthday?
3. We always acknowledge Pentecost Sunday and celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Ghost.
a. We should take the time not only to relate back to Acts chapter two, but we also should
understand that we are connected to the experience on Mount Sinai.
b. The Holy Ghost is not just an extra blessing; it is the law of God written in our hearts that
demands us living in covenant relationship with God.
4. The Bible refers to our bodies as tabernacles, an old word that literally means “tent.”
a. We have already experienced the Passover sacrifice of Jesus Christ and should celebrate
what He did for us, just like Israel celebrated with the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
b. We have already experienced the Feast of Pentecost—the outpouring of God’s Spirit into
people who repent, are baptized in Jesus’ name, and seek after Him with their whole heart.
c. Now we live our lives in these tabernacles—these booths of our bodies—waiting for the
future ingathering when Jesus returns for His bride. On that day Jesus will call His elect
from the four corners of the world, and we will leave these temporary structures of our
mortal bodies to be with Him for the marriage supper of the Lamb and to reign together
with Him as kings and priests for one thousand years.

D. What Happened to That Guy?
1. Read Exodus 34:28–30.

2. Only two places in Scripture tell of a fast that lasted for that long. Moses ate no bread and
drank no water for forty days and nights, and so did Jesus.
a. Science tells us that is physically impossible.
b. A person cannot live that long without these essential items.
c. What Moses experienced was nothing short of a miracle, and it only occurred because he
was in the presence of God.
3. When Moses returned to civilization, although he was not aware, his face shown with a
reflection of the glory of God. When we invest time in the presence of the Lord, it changes
us—both on the inside and outside.
4. People should know we have been with God.
a. People should see a change in the way we act.
b. People should see a change in the way we speak.

©2021 UPCI. All Rights Reserved

www.link247.org

33

—YOUTH
c. As Apostolics we should not be ashamed that our appearance is not like everyone else in
this world.
d. That was true for Moses.
e. That was true for Israel.
f. That has always been a part of the blessing it is to be one of God’s chosen people.
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4

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer

A. I challenge you to pray an honest prayer right now.
1. Search your heart to find areas that have not been fully submitted to God.
2. Tell Him of things you have done that you know are not pleasing to Him.
3. Tell Him of things you have not done that you know He desires from you.
4. Ask God to reveal to you the effect you are having upon other people.
B. I am not asking you to commit to fasting for forty days and nights like Moses, but when was
the last time you fasted a meal or fasted a day?
C. When was the last time someone commented to you about seeing evidence in you of your
walk with God?

D. Commit to dedicating your time and talents to God.

Option 2 — Colonel Sanders Challenge

A.   Let’s take the Colonel Sanders Challenge.
1. I will give each of you a piece of paper and a pen.
2. Take a few moments to write down all the gifts, blessings, and talents you have going for
you.
B. Now, consider this question: are you using those gifts, blessings, and talents to advance God’s
kingdom?
C.   Ask for volunteers to share ways they can better use what they have to serve God. Consider
participating in this exercise personally as well.

Option 3 — Past, Present, and Future

A. Let’s invest a few minutes thinking of reasons we have to celebrate the goodness of God in our
past, present, and future.
1. What event in your past are you thankful to God for?
2. What current blessing do you want to praise God for providing?
3. What promise in your future can you celebrate in advance today?
B.   Ask for volunteers to share.
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Week 4 — Mount Pisgah:
A View of the Promise
Series Big Idea
This series will focus on the various mountain experiences that shaped Moses’ walk with God
and his development as a Christian and a leader.

BOTTOM LINE
Even though sin prevented Moses
from possessing the promise of God
in his life, we can learn from his
mistakes and make certain we will
take possession of all the wonderful
things God wants for us.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Deuteronomy 34:1–12
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LESSON OUTLINE
1.

LAUNCH
Option 1 — The North American Dream
Option 2 — Discussion
Option 3 — Vacation Analogy

2.

UNLOCK
A. The Great Mistake
B. A Great View from Up Here

3.

INTERSECT
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

4.

What About Your Mountains?
Seeing My Burning Bush
Up to Mount Sinai
Call Me Back to Mount Sinai
Show Me the Future

ARRIVE
Option 1 — Testimony Time
Option 2 — Mountain Challenge
Option 3 — Music for Inspiration
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1

LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.

Option 1 — The North American Dream

A. Many people still desire to come to North America from other nations. In part that desire is
because it is seen as a land of opportunity.
B. Too often those of us who were born in North America fail to appreciate all it has to offer.
C. Consider these questions.
1. Have you ever heard of someone coming to North America to pursue their dream and
then becoming successful?
2. Why do parents want prosperity for their children?

D. Much of what we think about related to this subject is tied to the idea that the next
generation will have the potential to enjoy an even better life than we have.
E. Moses may have felt the same way about the next generation of Hebrews, and God allowed
him to see a glimpse of what that reality would look like.

Option 2 — Discussion

A. Have there been times in your walk with God when you have been forgiven, yet you still
had to live with the consequences of your mistake?
B. Why would God allow that to be the case?
C. Are there any stories in the Bible where you remember that principle to be true?

Option 3 — Vacation Analogy

A. If you were able to spend an entire month in any vacation spot in the world, where would it
be? Why would you select that location?
B. How would you feel if I told you that you could not go there, but all of your friends could go?
C. Would it make you feel better to know you would be allowed to look at it from a distance?
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2

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. The Great Mistake

1. There is no doubt Moses made a mistake—a big mistake.
2. The man who was described in the Bible as the meekest man who had ever lived became
frustrated. It is difficult for us to blame him for being upset since he was constantly dealing
with the murmuring Hebrews.
a. “We want meat.”
b. “We want water.”
c. Moses had had it up to here.
3. That is when God told Moses to speak to a rock and water would flow from it.
a. God was right. Water did flow, and the people rejoiced, but Moses had disobeyed.
b. Instead of rebuking Moses on the spot in front of the people, God took Moses aside
and explained that this act of disobedience meant Moses would never set foot in the
Promised Land.
4. Why was that such a big deal to God? While the Bible does not say, and many people have
rightly argued that any disobedience to the Lord is significant, there must be significance to
the “speak equals water” plan.
5. Perhaps God originally intended for there to be yet another Old Testament type that people
could relate to salvation.
a. Old Testament: Moses speaks and literal water flows from a rock.
b. New Testament: Those who have repented speak words of praise and the living water of
the Holy Ghost flows from the sacrifice of Jesus Christ into the lives of believers, signified
by a heavenly language.
c. God has always intended for a connection to be made between speech and living water,
but Moses in his anger caused the biblical type to be disconnected.

B. A Great View from Up Here

1. The Book of Deuteronomy consists of a series of speeches Moses gave the nation of Israel
before his death.
a. It includes promises, both conditional and unconditional.
b. It includes warnings for disobedience and blessings for obedience.
c. It includes instructions for the passing of leadership to Joshua, and it tells the story of the
last encounter Moses had with his God.
2. Read Deuteronomy 34:1–4.
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3. The word bittersweet is defined quite literally as being bitter and sweet at the same time. This
word further implies an experience that is pleasant, yet marked by elements of suffering or
regret.
4. I can think of no better way to accurately describe this moment. On one hand, it must have
been tremendously satisfying for Moses to gaze with his own eyes upon the Promised Land.
a. After all the murmuring, all the trials, and all of the personal struggle, the people had
finally arrived at what God, through Moses, had offered so many years prior.
b. Yet Moses knew because of his own personal disobedience this mountaintop view would
be as close as he would get.
5. Moses had no reason to be angry at God; Moses had eliminated himself from eligibility to
obtain the promise.
a. God is righteous.
b. More than just an attribute that displays itself on the best days, God’s righteousness is
absolute. It is full. Every decision, every word—all are absolutely right one hundred
percent of the time.
6. Imagine Moses taking the time to allow his imagination to roam.
a. He may have thought of all the times before when he had dreamed of the land that flowed
with milk and honey.
b. All of the scenarios of God’s people enjoying the blessings of God may have flashed before
his eyes.
c. But this time he was not in those visions. Moses could only be happy for what God was
providing to others.
7. In that moment it seems Moses was able to place the needs of others before his own personal
desire and truly experience joy for what God had done for the Hebrew people.
8. Read Deuteronomy 34:5–7.
a. Moses’ life was significant.
b. He spent forty years in the palace of Egypt.
c. For forty years he was on the side of a mountain in the desert.
d. And he spent forty years as the leader of God’s people.
e. At the ripe old age of 120, Moses’ sight was still perfect, and his physical strength was all
it ever had been. God had sustained Moses all the days of his life to enable him to fully
complete the will God had for his life.
9. Read Deuteronomy 34:8–9.
a. The nation of Israel mourned for the man of God.
b. They had doubted this man.
c. They had ridiculed this man.
d. But they had come to respect this man as the greatest prophet of their time.
e. May we learn to respect the prophets among us while they serve us and not only after they
have gone to be with the Lord.
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10. Read Deuteronomy 34:10–12.
a. The Word of God had the final say about the life of this great man.
b. Moses had talked with God face-to-face.
11. God accomplished mighty signs and wonders through Moses.
a. The power of God was revealed to the enemies of God in Egypt.
b. The might of the Lord was also shown unto the people of Israel.
12. We must not mistake the decision made by God not to allow Moses to enter into the Promised
Land as the final word upon Moses’ ministry.
a. One mistake can change the plan God had for our lives, but it does not erase everything
else He has accomplished through us.
b. If we repent after the mistake, God may still enforce a consequence, but our relationship
with Him can be fully restored.
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INTERSECT

3

Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. What About Your Mountains?

1. In this series we have examined four mountaintop experiences in the life of Moses:
a. Moses’ calling when he turned aside to investigate the burning bush
b. His personal experience in the presence of God that resulted in being given the Ten
Commandments
c. Forty days of fasting in the presence of God that caused Moses’ face to shine
d. And the final mountaintop experience that occurred just prior to his death
2. Each of these mountaintop experiences mirrors a moment that is possible in each of our lives.
a. Considering what these mountain moments meant to Moses, do two things:
(1) Search through your personal history to see things you have experienced in
your walk with God that are similar to these mountains that made Moses the
man he was.
(2) Notice a hunger develop inside of you to experience more of God.
b. Taste for yourself of the goodness of God.
3. Anything God has done anywhere for anyone, He can do the same again; He can do it in our
day, and He can do it for you.

B. Seeing My Burning Bush

1. We all must seek our own burning-bush moment.
2. That only happens when we are intentional about both looking for and responding to the
presence of God at work around us.
a. Have you ever been in a church service where the presence of God was so thick that you
believed anything could happen?
b. Have you ever paused during those moments to look around to see if everyone else is
feeling the same way?
c. How is it possible that some people are looking at their phones to see what time it is?
d. Why would people sit down, feeling bored, when the Lord is healing and delivering
people right in front of their eyes?
3. We must not allow ourselves to become so accustomed to a work of God’s Spirit that we fail
to respond.
a. Will you turn aside when you see the Lord beginning to work in your life?
b. Are you willing to remove your shoes by responding to His holy presence and making
changes in your life to be used by Him?
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c. Do you recognize the giftings and opportunities He has made available to you to
accomplish what He desires to do through you?

C. Up to Mount Sinai

1. We should all desire to be changed by God’s presence in a way that will allow others to receive
a word from God.
2. Remember that the Ten Commandments were for all of Israel, but it took Moses going up into
the presence of God to receive a word for the people. If you were there that day, would you
have appreciated Moses’ courage?
3. Would you have been thankful for his willingness to risk his life by walking toward the fire
and smoke to enter into the presence of God?
a. I hope your answer is yes.
b. Just because we don’t see the fire and smoke does not mean it doesn’t take courage for our
pastor to approach the throne of grace to receive a word for our church.
c. We should honor and pray for our pastor, just like we would have done for Moses if we
had physically seen the fire and smoke, which still happens in the spiritual realm today.
4. We also need to understand that we don’t have to stand behind the pulpit to hear from God; we
can receive a word for a family member or a friend if we invest time in the presence of the Lord.
a. Don’t exclude yourself from serving God in a ministry role one day, but also realize you
do not have to wait until you have a title to hear from God.
b. If you have repented of your sins, been baptized in Jesus’ name, and have received the
Holy Ghost, then you already have a title: you are a child of God. Seek the Lord for a word
that will help someone.

D. Call Me Back to Mount Sinai

1. For Moses, one trip to the top of Mount Sinai was not enough.
2. The same is true for us. We must hunger and thirst for the presence of God to be manifested
in our lives in such a way that others know we have been with Jesus.
a. For Moses, his face shown as a reflection of the glory of God.
b. For the apostles, the Book of Acts tells us their boldness caused people to recognize they
had been with Jesus.
c. What about you? What can God do for others through you as a testimony of the time you
have spent in His presence?

E. Show Me the Future

1. Finally, we should all desire for a Mount Pisgah type of experience.
a. Get past the fact that Moses had made a mistake for a moment.
b. Focus on the fact that God decided to allow Moses to see the future of the people he had
led through the desert.
c. God could have allowed Moses to die the moment he struck the rock.
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d. The Lord did not “owe” Moses a glimpse into the future of God’s people, but He desired
for Moses to see the fruit of his labor.
2. There are many stories of people who pray for family members for years, only to die before
those family members turn their lives over to God.
a. How were those prayer warriors faithful all those years?
b. What allowed them to continue to store up those prayers in Heaven when they saw no
evidence of a result?
c. Perhaps they had a vision similar to Moses.
d. Maybe God took them to a Mount Pisgah in prayer and said, in effect, “One day after you
are gone, they will serve Me. Keep praying. Keep believing. Hold fast to your faith.”
e. God can do the same for you.
f. Keep praying; keep believing.
g. Hold fast to your faith.
3. You will possess every promise God has made to you or will make to you in the future if you
are faithful.
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4

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Testimony Time

A. Prepare to share a personal experience from your life or from a family member that relates to
one of the types of mountaintop experiences.
B. Ask students to share additional stories from their lives or families.

Option 2 — Mountain Challenge

A. Designate four places in the room as the four different mountaintop experiences.
B. Select one or more of the following activities:
1. Have students select which mountaintop experience they most desire to have (for the first
time or again) and have them physically move there for a time of prayer.
2. Have students select one mountaintop experience they would like to discuss with their peers.
Have them meet there and share testimonies, prayer requests, and so on.
3. Form four groups. Have each group spend some time at each mountaintop in prayer, seeking
God for that type of experience.

Option 3 — Music for Inspiration

A.   Consider having a musician join you to play or simply playing this song from a device: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLcG_bXluh4.
B.   Singing a cappella would also work if students are familiar with the song.
C.   Have fun encouraging students to sing this song and worship.

D.   Follow up with a time of prayer that we are living in the light and have the promise of a glorious
day. Pray that God’s Word would be realized in each student’s life.
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